MEDIA BAKERY

7 SMNBARD&ZEE TESTS H;-WE bﬂen debated since the Eiemeﬁtaw and
. _Secandary Educat ioit Act of 1965 and the na Child Left Behind Actof
- .2002.These muétspie choice tests are used to evaluate students’ aca-
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Fichar! B Phelps & the founder of the Nonpertlan Bdur
athor of The Ffect of Testing on Sludent Achisvernent: 1910-2010 (nterne-
of Testing, 2012, not avalisble st Cosfool,
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ation Review and the

STANTARDIZED tesfing
may be the most usefid evad-
wation method evadable for
human-resource-ntensive
grdeavors 1t provides dedi-
siv-raokets with informa-
o available from no other sonce.

Deendes of I’i‘in{l{d} gomparing the consis-
tenwy of different teachers evalaations of identical
stugtent work with thot of standardized fests have
found seach wider varfance among teachers, Une
pper consldered toe poor for & passing grade by
somea might berated excellent by ot hers, THis ¢ fype
of erperiment hag beewr repaated many Hmes, and
Aty with similar results: Teachers Trisses ave 4
yery wawelable micans of messursinent.

Most 115, edueation professors deride stan-
dardized festing. But smuch of their sesearch Is
fravdulent-—izeorporating sslective references,
fudged definitions and aaiculations, and gther
rofsrepresentalions.

An absence of standardined festing typieally
fofers social provetion, & practice that results in
coorses hefng tught o geade leve for fhe self
maodivatad, advanced kids. Conversely, any kids
who are stragoting get thumb-twiddling stady
fralls that teach pothing.

An ghesuge of shandardived tosting fncromss
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Karen Zittlernan is 4 teacher and edurational anthor fotusing on teacher
effectivensss and aducational sadty She most recently co-authored Teach-
e, Sehoolz, and Sockely oSraw-Hill,

selonds” reliance on feacher grading, which &
mere Miosyoeniic. Independent teachers narrow
the carricnlum b what they personally prefer and
fench By i6 Stndents Jearn a teachers preferences
and how o nanipulae the leachers perceptions.
Muny teachers grade students on dass paricipa
How, perggived offort, cmnportment; they might

:
alss compensate for secloeconemic background.
Achal subject-matter mastery B fust one among
iy factors considered,

Crivies allvpe hat standardized fests envour-
age chenting. Fiiminating these tests wili nod elim-
inate the problem Absent edernal mnitoring,
schowd adminisizatons enfoy more [atitads both o
cheat and to hide the dmm&m gwithany fypeaf tast.
Ax independent agency, sadh us 2 dale audior,
shoeld sdmindster educational {esls.

Without standardized tests it becoines prob-
lernatic for anyone amside the cassroons te gauge
stadent progress or cundoelum effectivensss.
Interested parties would depend totalhy on what
sgucation msiders chose tir tell them,

Hesides, festing promotes learning, Tests moti-
vate, and resglts are wsed to montior, diagnose and
remiediate, And psychelogists have found dha
ated Infhrmation, as recalled during
aiest, Ts avorg durably vetained than that passively
roviswed by ordinary studw 1
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FEETS THEMSELVES are
e %m&, A Rkt can el us
niot only how well siadents
wre fearning, but, just as
Important, what students
Dave ndt Bamed. But aotall
fests deserve cheers. Whan tests droinish fearning
fow single score, it & called high-stakes testing and
catr seriously hamper education, T meent years,
the United Stateshas builta damagiog high-stakes
wostinculnre, ssing stawfardized tests

Standardized tesls In math and reading have
been mwndaied by the fden! goverment and
invplemerded n different vesys fi different stater.
They are used to delsnmine which smdents get pro-
et praduste or are destined o liop ouly, which
teachers feep their Jobs or get raises or gre fired;
widole schiools stay open and wilich we dosed.

A testing prossure bullds, schools, feachers
and students devote opedhird or more of the
schodod year fo fest preparation. Classss in History,
sdience, langirge, arts and other sibjeck not
fested are de-emphasized or fgnored, This mirrow-
ing of the curricalum 16 it e test creates sovipted
Tessenss, sevipted feachers g soripted stdents, IF
test scores inoresse in a whod, Al ¥ohn—a
beading fipure by progressive edamton—adyizes
perents © axky, TWhat &4 voun howe fo secrifice

eraate & currdcalum as well as fosis ot reongates

abowt foy childs education o rdsethoss seorest™

Tests often woeasure wealth. Students in
undar-reseirced schoels start hehind, stmggle on
sty and smuffer the foancil wid scademic conse-
quenmes. Schools I wealthy velghbuihoods de
well et fasty, and wee often given miove stale
wcsey s 5 veward. Lesswell knownare the fien-
clal winoess in today’s testing culture: the compa-
nies whosell and s:gmda‘nmdarumm tonke, Thic s
pow g adibillion-dellar Industry. The result 3
jRle2S {mils:*z Ld&m“{mm byt TESHRETCEs g‘mmﬁ from
public schools tothe privaie seciorn

Wihath the apewer? Perhaps Findond g offer
someidens. Finland trosts wall-tenined taachersio

thewniquaness of each stadent. Stodents take ondy
ome standardiued fest when they complete high
schuo] se that Finotsh schools cun Be somparsd
infervationatly. Without g geltare of standardized
tesng, Finlands stadents achieve af or neay the
top of all mtions, o powerfid Jesson for as,

We need fo dhulienge fodeys damor fr
Incrensed testing. Feblne stavdardized tod scores
is eamipletely different from heping students o
tearm. Fvery hour spent on sudh fest preparation iz
ar Bonr not spent helping students fo thivde erfti-
sally and crestively, to tackle controversial fssues
dnd o Jove learntng. »




