Thesis Writing Practice

Name Period

Birections: For the following ACT prompts, write a thesis statement that best describes your epinion on
the topic. REMEMBER... NO 15T PERSON

Educators debate extending high school to five years because of increasing demands on students from

employers to colleges to participate in extracurricular activities and community service in addition to having '
high grades. Some educators support extending high school to five years because they think students need more

time to achieve all that is expected of them. Other educators do not support extending high school to five years

because they think students would lose interest in school and attendance would drop in the fifth year. In your

opinion, should high school be extended to five years?

Thesis:

In some high schools, many teachers and parents have encouraged the school to require school uniforms that
students must wear to school. Some teachers and parents support school uniforms because they think their use
will improve the school’s leaming environment. Other teachers and parents do not support requiring uniforms

because they think it restricts individual freedom of expression. Tn your opinion, should high schools require |
uniforms for students? |

Thesis:

A school board is concerned that the state’s requirements for ore courses in mathematics, English, science, and
social students may prevent students from taking important elective courses like music, other languages, and
vocational education. The school board would like to encourage more high school students to take elective
courses and is considering two proposals. One proposal is to lengthen the school day to provide students with
the opportunity to take elective courses. The other proposal is to offer elective courses in the summer. Write a
letter to the school board in which you argue for lengthening the school day or for offering elective courses
during the summer. Explain why you think your choice will encourage more students to take elective courses.
Begin you letter, “Dear School Board.”



Thesis:

. The Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) requires all school libraries receiving certain _
federal funds to install and use blocking software to prevent students from viewing materiaj
considered “harmful to minors.” However, some studies conclude that biocking software in
schools damages educational cpportunities for students, both by blocking access to Web
pages that are directly related fo the state-mandated curriculums and by restricting broader

inquiries of both students and teachers. In your view, shotld the schools block acgess fo
certain Internet Web sites? |

Thesis;

. Many communities are considering adopting curfews for high schoo! students. Some educators
and parents favor curfews because they believe it will encourage students fo focus more
on their homework and make therm more responsible. Others feel curfews are up fo
farmilies, not the community, and that students today need freedom to work and participaie
in social activities in order fo mature properly. Do you think that communities should

- impose curfews cn high school students?

Thesis; -

. New laws are being proposed that would require schools fo accommodate students who wish to
- transfer to a different school if the school falis below a certain level on statewide
standardized tests. Supporters of this law believe that it is a student's right fo fransfer to a
new school if bis or her current schoot is not fuifiling its dufies. Opponents argue that this
law is impractical — what would happen if &l the students requesied transfers? — and
unfalrly weighs test scores without considering other factors at a school. In your opinion,”
should students be allowed to fransfer if schaols scora below a certain level on
- standardized tests? : o C

Thesis:




In response to arficles examining sensitive topics such as dating and partying, many scheols are

Thesis:

considering censoring their newspapers. Some schools believe that these iopics are not

appropriate for student-run papers, while others belisve that, as long as what is printed is
frue, student papers should have the same freedoms as regular newspapers do. What is
your opinion on this topic?

In scme states, legislators have debated whether teenagers shouid be required to maintain a “C"

Thesis:

grade average in school befera receiving a driver's license. Some people think this would
be a good policy because having passing grades shows that students are responsible
enough fo be good drivers. Other people think such a policy would not be appropriate
because they see no relationship between grades in school and driving skilis. in your

opinion, should teenagers be required to maintain & *C” avarage in school before recelving
a driver’s license? -

in some high schools, students are required to complete a certain number of community service

Thesis:

hours prior to gradugtion. Some peopie think community service is a good reguirement
because they think students will benefit from this experience. Cther people think schools
should not require community service because students will resent the requirement and,
as a result, will not benefit from the experience. In your opinion, should high schools
require students to complete a certain number of hours of community service?

. Some high schools in the United Staies have considered creating separaté ciassroorﬁs for male

and female students in subjects such as mathematics and science. Some educators think

separate classes will be beneficial because students will be less distracted from fearning. '

Other educators think having separate classes for females and males will not be beneficial
because it will seem fo support stereotypes about differences in ability between males and

femalés. Inyour opinion, should high schocls create separate classes for male and female
students? ' '




Thesis:

. Schools in some states have changed their school calendars so that they are now year-round
schools. Advocates of year-round schooling argue that the traditional summer break is a
waste of students’ time that could ofherwise be spent leaming. Opponents charge that
today's students are already overburdened with the stresses of school, and need the
summer to get a much-needed break. In your view, should the traditional three-month
summer vacation from school be maintained?

Thesis:

Fast-food franchises are installing outlets in some high schools, selling hamburgers, fried chicken,
tacos, fries, and sodas. Many soda companies already pay a great deal of money to be allowed to
install soda machines in high schocls. The money from these commercial ventures helps pay for
athletic equipment, field trios, and audio-visual equipment. On the other hand, fast food is greatly
contributing 1o the epi idemic of obesity among America’s youth. Placing fast-food outlets in schools
encourages students fo eat food that is high in salf, fat, and empty calories. n your opinion, should
fast-food franchises be allowed in high schools?

Thesis:




